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pronounced its placet on the historical and poetical side
which was in the mind of the Empress Catherine when
she gave her second grandson the name of Constantine.
Liberated nations are not grateful but exacting; and it
seems to me that the advance of Russian policy in dealing
with Eastern questions in the present realistic time would
be rather technical than enthusiastic. Their first practical
requirement for developing their power in the East is to
make the Black Sea safe. If they succeed in attaining a
firm control over the Bosphorus by laying down torpedoes
and placing guns in position, then the south coasts of
Russia will be even better protected than the Baltic; and
in the Crimean war the superior English and French fleets
could do little to the latter.

This is the form which the calculation of the St.
Petersburg cabinet may take if its first object is to close
the Black Sea and to win over the Sultan for this purpose
by love, by money, or by violence. If the Porte rejects
the friendly approach of Russia and draws the sword
against the threatened violence, then Russia will probably
.be attacked from another side, and in my opinion the mass-
ing of troops on the western frontier is calculated to meet
this event. If they succeed in closing the Bosphorus by
good-will, then perhaps the Powers who find themselves
injured by this will sit still for a time, since each one
would wait for the initiative of the other and the decision
of France. Our interests are more easily reconciled with
the gravitation of the Russian power to the south than
those of other Powers; one can even say that they are
advanced by it. We can await longer than the others the
unravelling of the new knot which has been tied by

Russia,
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